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The Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i has built a legacy predicated upon the mission to 
provide legal services to low-income individuals and families. Since our humble 
beginnings over 55 years ago as a one-attorney office in Honolulu, focusing on lim-
ited civil representation for the poor, we have grown to a statewide operation of 10 
offices with a multitude of diverse programs all aimed at providing high-quality legal 
assistance to low-income residents.   

Legal Aid is dedicated to the elimination of barriers faced by our low-income resi-
dents. A landlord illegally discriminates against a tenant on the basis of the tenant’s 
disability. Someone offers to help a homeowner from possible foreclosure but in 
reality engages in predatory lending and improperly transfers title to the property to 
themselves. The Social Security Administration fails to obtain all necessary medical 
records and then unreasonably denies our client’s claim for disability benefits. Med-
icaid is denied to a client who is clearly entitled to it under Federal law. A domestic 
violence survivor is prevented from seeing her child in violation of a court order.  In 
these and other cases, Legal Aid helps bring justice to our communities.

In fiscal year 2006-07 we provided legal assistance to over 10,000 individuals and 
families. Yet the need for legal services far outpaces our resources. We are only able 
to serve a fraction of those who are in need of civil legal services in crisis situations. 
In order to expand our services, next year we will embark on a new fundraising 
campaign. The Legal Aid Justice Campaign will seek donations from attorneys, law 
firms, corporations and the public, so that we can assist those who otherwise may be 
deprived of a basic human need as a result of the lack of legal representation.

Legal Aid is committed to helping make Equal Justice for All a reality in Hawaii.  This 
annual report chronicles our continued efforts to eliminate the barriers our clients 
face.
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WHO WE ARE

The Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i is the state’s largest public-
interest law firm, operating nine offices on the six primary is-
lands. Since 1950, Legal Aid has been committed to helping 
the low-income community with their civil legal matters. The 
services we provide often mean the difference between hous-
ing and homelessness, life and death for our clients. 

We help women in abusive relationships achieve stability. We 
help children obtain secure and nourishing environments. We 
protect tenants from slumlords. We ensure that families avoid 
homelessness. We protect the elderly in consumer scams. We 
help parents resolve child custody and support issues. We help 
the disabled receive income and health care.  Each Legal Aid 
neighborhood office also works with its community to promote 
self-sufficiency for individuals and respond to the particular 
community’s legal needs.

OUR MISSION

The Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i is a community-based, non-
profit law firm dedicated to empowering low-income and dis-
advantaged individuals and families through:

High quality representation• 
Systemic advocacy• 
Community education outreach• 

FULFILLING OUR MISSION

Over the past decade, Legal Aid has faced substantial reductions 
in state and federal funding coupled with a significant increase in 
requests for services. Each year an average of 19,000 requests are 
answered with advice and counsel services, full-representation ser-
vices, referrals or practical advice to assist with these individual’s 
legal and other needs. 

While Legal Aid provides full representation whenever possible, we 
have committed ourselves to providing some level of legal assistance 
to all those who have no other alternatives. To this end, Legal Aid has 
been improving access to justice by training clients to handle legal 
matters on their own -- through seminars, workshops, self-help mate-
rials and on-site assistance. 

This pyramid illustrates different levels of client services
which are provided to eligible applicants in our quest

to achieve substantial justice for our clients.
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“It is impossible to capture adequately on paper the high 
energy and creativity of Legal Aid’s staff as well as the impact 
of its significant achievements in the client community. What 
is unique about Legal Aid is that the Values that are part of 
its Mission Statement permeate the organization and are the 
guiding principles for the myriad of activities conducted by 
Legal Aid’s staff. 

Without prompting, staff members would refer to the leitmo-
tif of ‘building a just society’ as the compass for their work 
with clients. The idea that the mission is a living and breath-
ing guidepost, and not a statement tucked away in a docu-
ment, may be the most telling sign of Legal Aid’s strength as 
an advocacy organization. 

We were impressed and inspired by the work we observed 
being done on a daily basis by the employees and board of 
the Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i. Legal Aid can proudly take 
its place among the top rank of LSC-funded legal services 
programs nationally.”

-- Excerpts from the July 2003 Report of the Legal Services Corpora-
tion (LSC) on its Review of the Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i

HIGH QUALITY REPRESENTATION

The Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i provides high quality representa-
tion to its clients through a myriad of projects designed to address 
the needs of specific client populations. From full representation to 
our programs, Legal Aid is reaching out to assist an ever-increasing 
number of Hawai`i’s low-income, working low-income and other 
vulnerable residents.

Our programs to improve access to justice are known nationally for 
their quality and focus on five major areas of law affecting our cli-
ents: family, public benefits, housing, consumer and issues concern-
ing the elderly. Each year, Legal Aid responds to an average of 19,000 
inquiries for assistance of which over 10,000 individuals and families 
receive brief service, counsel and advice or full representation as-
sistance.

 

Legal Aid’s Closed Cases FY 2007

Public Benefits – 29%
AFDC, GA, AABD, Social Secu-
rity, SSI/SSDI, Veteran’s Benefits, 
Medicare and  Medicaid Ben-
efits

Family – 40%
Child/spouse abuse, custody/
visitation, support, restraining 
orders, paternity, guardianship, 
child snatching, powers of attor-
neys, divorce, and other similar 
matters.

Consumer – 7%
Bankruptcy, debt collection, 
debtor’s rights, foreclosures, 
garnishments, repossessions, 
public utilities rate setting and 
terminations.

Housing – 16%
Evictions, repairs, lockouts & 
utility shut-offs for private and 
public housing; affordable hous-
ing preservation and creation; 
return of security deposits.

Miscellaneous – 8%
Unemployment benefits, worker’s compensation, wrongful termina-
tion, job discrimination, individual rights, health, children, & others.

 

OUR CLIENTS - DEMOGRAPHICS

From 1990 to 2000, there was a 3% increase in the number of im-
poverished citizens in Hawaii bringing the total number of poor to 
126,154 people, roughly 10.7% of the populace.  Since the latest 
2000 census, Legal Aid has closed over 83,000 cases for the elderly 
and poor, affecting 176,434 people and counting.   

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census of Population. 
(This census is updated every 10 years). 

The latest U.S. Census Bureau figures show an approximate 3% in-
crease in the poverty population in Hawaii, since 1990. Approxi-
mately 10.7% of the population qualify for Legal Aid services. An 
additional 110,000 individuals further qualify for the Affordable 
Lawyers project. Currently, about 25% of Hawaii’s population qual-
ifies to benefit from Legal Aid.

  Total Hawaii   Number of People 
  Population  in Poverty
       
TOTAL  1,178,648  126,154
     (10.7% of the populace)
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HIGH QUALITY REPRESENTATION (con’t)

Administrative Advocacy
Legal Aid actively represents clients in administrative hearings and 
advocates for them by working with various agencies throughout 
the state.   As a member of the Financial Assistance Advisory Coun-
cil, Legal Aid provides feedback and comments to the Department 
of Human Services on programs and policies affecting the poor.  
In 2006, Legal Aid also worked with the Housing and Community 
Development Corporation of Hawai`i, to institute rules requiring 
hearings in cases where landlords make allegations of damages 
before terminating Section 8 vouchers and to place homeless indi-
viduals at the top of public housing waiting lists.

Legislative Advocacy
Each year, Legal Aid monitors proposed legislation and, if request-
ed by a legislator, acts as an advocate for the rights of the low-in-
come population. Legal Aid has worked with the legislature on bills 
concerning welfare reform, domestic abuse, consumer protections, 
patients’ rights and affordable housing.

Judicial Advocacy
Legal Aid works with 
the Hawai`i Judiciary 
to offer solutions to ex-
isting barriers that pre-
vent unrepresented us-
ers from accessing the 
justice system. Legal 
Aid has worked with 
judges and commit-
tees to simplify existing 
court forms, to make new court forms, and to make the forms more 
user-friendly. Legal Aid also comments on court rule changes to 
ensure that the public’s interests are served.

Impact Litigation and Court Activities 
As a public-interest law firm, Legal Aid has always been an active 
participant in court cases and litigation proceedings. In addition to 
countless hearings, only six years after its charter was issued, Legal 
Aid had already brought one case, Hollinrake v. Hollinrake, to the 
Hawai`i Supreme Court. Since then, participation in court cases to 
enforce and protect the rights of disadvantaged persons has been a 
vital part of Legal Aid’s day-to-day activities.

In a 1997 case against Hawaiian Electric Company, Legal Aid chal-
lenged unfair filing and collection practices by HECO. The case 
resulted in more equitable procedures for all customers.

In Arquette v. Chandler, a suit filed on behalf of four state general 
assistance recipients, Legal Aid successfully challenged the state 
Department of Human Services’ practice of using invalid adminis-
trative rules to calculate benefits in a way which reduced benefits 
to General Assistance recipients.

In 1998, Legal Aid received national attention for Morris v. North 
Hawai`i Community Hospital, a suit filed on behalf of a quadriple-
gic client who was denied continued home health care due to the 
care provider’s erroneous definition of “homebound.”  Legal Aid 
won a preliminary injunction, restoring his home health care ser-
vices, with the judge ruling that the plaintiff could be considered 
homebound under the Medicare definition.  This case significantly 

impacted Medicare home health coverage and how the definition 
of the term “homebound” is applied.

In 2002, Legal Aid’s Hilo Office sued on behalf of Connections 
New Century Charter School. The suit was prompted when the 
DOE withheld some $400,000 to Connections in the middle of the 
school year.  A year and a half of discovery and settlement negotia-
tions resulted in a confidential settlement between parties. Accord-
ing to Connections school board chair Larry Jackson, “if Legal Aid 
had not represented us in this lawsuit, Connections would have 
been forced to close . . . Some of our issues were rectified to the 
benefit of all Hawai`i State Public Charter Schools.”

Legal Aid prevailed in a Supreme Court appeal on behalf of birth 
parents in early 2006.  In In re Doe, born 07/03/95 and 10/18/96, 
Legal Aid attorneys along with co-counsel Derek Kobayashi and 
Mihoko Ito of Goodsill Anderson Quinn Stifel argued successfully 
that the family court could not deny a motion of birth parents to 
intervene to enforce visitation rights provided by a permanent cus-
tody order rather there was a right to intervention and a determina-
tion on the merits as to visitation.

Community Education 
& Outreach
Legal Aid is dedicated to help-
ing disadvantaged persons es-
cape the cycle of poverty and 
learn to protect themselves 
and their families through the 
law.  Community education is 
a proactive approach to pre-
venting legal problems.  With 
this in mind, Legal Aid has im-
plemented a variety of educa-
tional programs to empower 
individuals confronting legal, 
social, and economic difficulties.  Legal Aid also works directly 
with a number of social service agencies, community advocates, 
legislators and the media to foster outreach.  This helps to insure 
that providers throughout Hawai`i are aware of our services so that 
we can work together to provide holistic services to the low and 
moderate-income populations across the islands of Hawai`i.  

 

Legal Aid staff meeting with LSC representatives.
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“� e foundation of justice is good faith.” 
- Cicero
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PROGRAMS

FOCUS ON CHILDREN

Adoption/Guardianship Project 
This project serves low-
income families who 
wish to provide perma-
nent, healthy homes for 
children in the Child 
Protective Services (CPS) 
foster care system and 
children whose parents 
are unable to raise them 
effectively.

Guardian Ad Litem Project (GAL)
The GAL Project provides for Legal Aid advocates to be appointed 
as guardians ad litem in Child Protective Services cases. 

Kid’s Social Security Disability Project
This project aims to serve children who may qualify for social secu-
rity disability benefits and assists children who qualify for SSI dis-
ability benefits by providing representation starting at the initial SSI 
application stage through the hearing stage. When appropriate the 
project also focuses on outreach to disabled children and families 
with disabled children who may qualify for disability benefits.  

Legal Advocacy for Families and Children
Legal Advocacy for Families and Children is intended to help chil-
dren less than 18 years of age and their families/caregivers living 
in Hawai`i who are experiencing hardship and who require legal 
assistance to ensure safety, stability, and economic self-sufficiency.  

FOCUS ON SENIORS

Senior Title III Project 
Our Seniors Project provides legal advice, counseling, and repre-
sentation to Maui and Hawai`i County seniors regardless of their 
income or assets.

SUPPORTING HAWAI`I’S FAMILIES

Affordable Lawyers Project 
Our Affordable Lawyers Project provides individuals who are above 
125%, but below 250%, of the Federal Poverty Guidelines low-cost 
legal services.

Domestic Violence Project 
This project provides legal services to domestic violence victims 
who are eligible to receive cash welfare benefits and are exempt 
from the welfare-to-work requirements. 

Homeless Holistic Civil Legal Services Project 
Funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), this project provides holistic legal services 
to homeless individuals and families. Providing holistic services to 
homeless persons during their transition from homelessness to in-
dependent living is crucial. 

This project focuses on four major areas: 
1) Getting and keeping a steady source of income; 2) Getting and 
keeping shelter; 3) Protecting personal safety;  4) Improving per-
sonal and family relationships

HUD Homeownership Counseling Project (HCP)
HUD HCP addresses legal and financial issues facing renters, home 
buyers and homeowners defaulting on their mortgages, regardless 
of their income and assets, and provides for Renter’s Assistance or 
Homeownership Counseling.

Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) Project 
LITC provides free tax preparation assistance, legal tax representa-
tion and outreach and education on taxpayers’ rights and responsi-
bilities. The project especially focuses on low-income and English 
as a Second Language (ESL) communities and allows them to ob-
tain the tax benefits to which they are entitled.

Social Security Advocacy Project 
This project assists disabled and elderly individuals who are receiv-
ing cash assistance from DHS to apply for and/or appeal their claim 
for SSI and Social Security benefits.

“Justice denied anywhere, diminishes justice everywhere.” - Martin Luther King, Jr.
6
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OUR DELIVERY OF GENERAL LEGAL SERVICES
 
AmeriCorps Project 
AmeriCorps is a national service program patterned after the Peace 
Corps. Members is AmeriCorps do various types of community ser-
vice, depending on the project to which they apply. Members in 
this project are placed at various sites around the state. Both full-
time and part-time members strive to improve the access of low-
income individuals to legal, social, and economic justice in the 
community. Since its birth in 1997, members in our project have: 
1) Assisted over 33,000 low-income with advice or referral on their 
civil matter; 2) Created over 350 self-help materials to instruct users 
on their legal rights; 3) Distributed over 60,000 self-help brochures 
to low-income individuals; 4) Assisted over 4,200 individuals in 
1,241 self-help clinics and workshops.

Brown Bags 
Brown Bags strives to provide monthly forums that educate both 
social workers and interested private bar attorneys on various le-
gal and social work topics affecting Hawai`i’s low-income com-
munity.

Center for Equal Justice (CEJ) 
Our CEJ was opened in November 1990, at our Downtown Hono-
lulu office, as a one-stop shop for justice that strives to empower 
unrepresented individuals to resolve their legal issues. Services in-
clude: counsel and advice; assistance in compiling forms/letters; 
self help informational brochures and materials; how-to legal work-
shops; 24-hour telephone information tapes; internet computer tu-
torials. Our second CEJ was opened in 2006 on Kauai.

Family Courthouse Advocacy Project (FCAP) 
FCAP is a collaborative project between the Family Court of the First 
Circuit and Legal Aid. Services can include immediate counsel and 
advice, assistance drafting court orders and forms, assistance calcu-
lating child support, and help negotiating with the other party.

General Legal Services 
Legal Aid provides free general legal representation through the 
generous financial support of the federal Legal Services Corpora-
tion (LSC), the State of Hawai`i and Aloha United Way. Advocates 
represent clients in four primary areas of law: housing, family, pub-
lic benefits and consumer. 

ISLANS Hotline 
(Information System for Legal Aid Network Statewide)
is a toll-free statewide telephone system that provides callers with 
free and immediate counsel and advice on a variety of legal is-
sues.

Teamsters/Allied Legal Services Project 
This project is funded through a contract with the Trustees of he 
Hawai`i Teamsters and Allied Workers. Under the program, some 
members of Local 996 Teamsters/Allied workers are eligible for ser-
vices.
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PROGRAMS (con’t)

CLIENTS’ PERSPECTIVES (con’t)

“Please use your liberty to promote ours.” - Aung San Suu Kyi

GRACE A. PERKINS, AGE 72
Senior Identity Theft
“Legal Aid helped me with a problem that I was having. Creditors 
had been bugging me for money for a debt that I did not owe. They 
kept calling and calling and threatened me to pay it back or they’d 
take me to court and hold me responsible. I don’t have money and 
I didn’t owe them money. I’ve never even had an account with that 
company. Because Legal Aid helped me, I was able to fix my situ-
ation.”

DAVID NAHOOPII, AGE 40
Child Custody
“Legal Aid staff attorneys assisted us in acquiring legal guardianship 
of my 14-year old nephew. He had always lived with us, separate 
from his parents, under the Hawaiian custom of “hanai.” This an-
cient custom and tradition is not recognized by the D.O.E. and 
medical systems. [Your staff] was very professional, efficient, pa-
tient, and understanding. I have nothing but compliments about 
Legal Aid’s services. Mahalo!”

KIYOSHI WATANABE
Various Issues
“I would like to thank The Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i on Moloka`i 
for all the help they have given me when my problem started. First, 
when my wife was on the verge of Alzheimer’s disease, they came 
to my house to help me make a Power of Attorney. Second, a person 
with the same name as me ran up a bill about $10,000. The finance 
company called me about it. After explaining to this company that I 
am not that person, they kept on calling me. I did not know what to 
do until I went to Legal Aid. They took over the matter and helped 
solve the problem. Third, the ambulance service that took my wife 
from my home to the hospital and from the hospital to the airport, 
sent the bill to the insurance company but somewhere there was a 
misunderstanding. The ambulance company insisted that I pay the 
$450 bill. Fourth, I needed to make a living will. They also made 
a Finance Power of Attorney. You don’t know how grateful I am to 
Legal Aid [on Moloka`i]. ...You don’t know how much they help the 
senior citizens until you become a senior yourself and need help. 
Thank you for everything you have done for me and my family.”

Legal Aid’s Center for Equal Justice - Honolulu Offi ce
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CLIENT “The Green Family” (REAL NAME UNDISCLOSED)
Looking forward to spending more time with their son, the Greens 
moved from Kansas to Hawai`i.  Upon arrival, they immediately 
began searching for a place of their own—finding what they felt 
to be an ideal location which allowed for the Green’s therapeutic 
dog that had made the move with them.  The Green’s son called the 
realtor and his first visit confirmed his hopes that the unit was per-
fect for his parents; he explained that his mother capably walks for 
short time periods unassisted, yet the realtor expressed concerned 
about her ability to climb the front stairs. Ultimately, even though 
the Greens were qualified to rent the unit, the duplex was rented 
to someone else. Convinced that the realtor’s perceptions of Mrs. 
Green’s disability prevented them from renting, the Greens called 
the Legal Aid’s Fair Housing Enforcement Program for help.  Their 
continued search for a pet-friendly unit close to their son soon 
failed, resulting in the Greens being forced to continue living with 
their son and euthanize their therapeutic pet.  While devastated 
by this traumatic new life stage, Mrs. Green expressed hope that 
this case will be a lesson to housing providers that may try to deny 
persons with disabilities a unit for fear of a liability lawsuit.  Legal 
Aid assisted the Greens in filing a successful complaint with the 
Hawai`i Civil Rights Commission, who determined that the realtor 
was motivated in part by Mrs. Green’s disability.

CLIENT (REAL NAME UNDISCLOSED)
Our Client, a 77 year-old woman, had amassed a large tax debt. 
After her husband died in 1997, the client owed money to the 
IRS on her 1997 tax return. She lives on a small pension and was 
unable to pay. She did not realize that she could change her with-
holding to prevent owing money at the end of future years. Every 
year, she would file her taxes, own money, and the get letters from 
the IRS demanding her money. Finally, in 2002, she stopped fil-
ing altogether.  The client was living on a friend’s couch. She has 
difficult getting around. She wanted to enter senior housing, but 
needed a 2004 tax return when she called Legal Aid. After filing 
her 2002-2004 tax returns, the client was able to enter senior hous-
ing.  Through Legal Aid’s help, the IRS agreed to settle the client’s 
debt for $147, originally set at $6,274.20.  Legal Aid contacted the 
holder of her pension and updated her address so that she would 
being receiving 1099s again. She had moved in 2002 and stopped 
receiving them.  The withholding on her 1099s was corrected and 
she left our office with peace of mind and a clean slate. Legal Aid 
filed her 2005 taxes and then told her to make sure and bring us her 
1099s in the future so that we could keep her taxes up to date.
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CLIENTS’ PERSPECTIVES (con’t)

WENDY ELISE DIEL, AGE 54
Filing for Bankruptcy
“Legal Aid helped me file for bankruptcy; after 10 years of trying to clear 
up my debts and affairs, I received a judgement for over $12,000- on 
a debt that was originally $4500. I was very afraid. From the moment 
I called and talked to [your staff], I had new hope...Because Legal Aid 
helped me, I am able to take care of my mom who is 83. She has Social 
Security but it’s nowhere near enough. Many of the debts I incurred 
were from helping my dad in the last years of his life. Still he left my 
mom with nothing. the burden of those debts has made both our lives 
so much harder in the last few years. It’s like a new lease on like with-
out them. And, I have my self-respect thanks to Legal Aid. Mahalo nui 
loa.”

DANYELLE GILBERT, AGE 13
Child Custody
“Because Legal Aid helped me, I am able to be with my grandparents 
and be cared for.”

CHARLES K.
“They helped me by providing legal counsel concerning my social se-
curity application, confirmation of welfare benefits and allowing me to 
research using on the computers my legal problems concerning child 
custody and two of my children getting help because they had been 
abused by a third party. Through their services they also really helped 
me to continue with psychological treatment and medical treatment 
and also have a much better relationship with my ex-wife and children 
because we were with your help, able to successfully navigate through 
some serious legal problems.” 

RECENTLY CLOSED CASES

“� e fi rst duty of society is justice.” - Alexander Hamilton

Legal Aid staff attorneys at the 2006 Seniors Fair

ESER TAYLAN
“Legal Aid helped me regarding my landlord questions, and 
the contract that I have with my landlord, and the rental agree-
ment also, I get information for Chapter 7 Bankruptcy, which 
I’m still working on that. They do a great job helping people 
like us, that is a very big help and I’m very grateful for that 
[and] also thankful. 
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As state and federal financial support for the provision of general legal services has continued 
to decline, Legal Aid has persisted in searching for new partnerships that will help stabilize 
and expand our resources in order to provide comprehensive, high-quality civil legal services 
on issues critical to the low-income community.

STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES FY 2006 - 2007
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STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES FY 2006 - 2007 (con’t)
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STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES FY 2006 - 2007 (con’t)
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HONOLULU (OAHU) OFFICE
Alofagia “Lofa” Voli, Guardian Ad Litem
Amelita “Mely” Zablan, Legal Secretary

Angela Lovitt, Intake Attorney
Anne Reynolds, GA-SSI Program Manager
Audrey Bauder, A* Family Unit Paralegal

Brad Barkel, A* Intake/CEJ Advocate
Carmen Ho, Tax Project

Charles “Chuck” Greenfield, Executive Director
Clara Javier, A* ALP Advocate

Connie Liu, A* Public Benefits/Consumer Attorney
Cynthia “Cindy” Thomas , Fair Housing Project Manager/Attorney

Daniel Pollard, GAL Attorney/Unit Head 
David Wallace, Director of Development & Communications

Desiree Mokuohai, Family Attorney
Gavin Thornton, Housing Attorney/Unit Head

Gayle Mizukami, Americorps  Director
Glenn Ramel, LITC/Consumer Attorney

Jack Hobbs, Fair Housing Civil Rights Advocate
James “Jim” Masters, Tax Attorney

Jane Onigama, Bookkeeper/Employee Benefits
Janet Kelly, Homeless Project Manager/Attorney

Jeanette Moore, Intake Attorney
Jennifer La’a, OCS/DV Grant Mgr/Foster Kids SSI Mgr/GAL

John Kaaihue, Homeless Immersion Outreach/GA-SSI Paralegal
John Unruh, A* Housing Attorney

Joseph Weismantel, GA-SSI Paralegal
Kimberly Case, Pro Bono Coordinator

Larry Wegger, GA-SSI Paralegal
Leslie “Kuuipo” Hubert, Teamsters/ALP Paralegal

Leslie Maharaj, Intake Attorney
Maggie Tran, General Office Clerk

Merrill Oka, Program Manager
Michael Callahan, Housing Attorney

Nalani Fujimori, Deputy Director
Nathan Gooding, Homeless Project/Intake Attorney

Nhi Tran, A* Housing Attorney
Ray Gurczynski, Teamsters/ALP Attorney

Rhoda Brown, GA-SSI Paralegal
Ric Damo, P/T Accounting Clerk

Rob Palin, Intake & CEJ Managing Attorney
Robert Kekuna, Intake Attorney

Robert “Bob” Tully, Intake Attorney
Rochelle Sparko, Public Benefits Attorney/Co-Unit Head GA-SSI

Ryker Wada, Consumer Attorney/Unit Head
Sarah Robert, Accounting/Personnel

Scott Haase, A* Intake Advocate
Shaun Kawakami, ALP Volunteer

Sheri Rand, Adoptions Manager/GAL
Sherine Boomla, Family Paralegal

Stephen Duck, Family Attorney/Unit Head
Stuart Ing, Intake Attorney

Symbol Lai, A* CEJ/Intake/Foster Kids SSI Advocate
Tara Shibuya, A* Family Attorney
Tatjana Johnson, A* CEJ Manager

Timothy “Tim” Kim, IT Tech
Valerie Mathieu, Fair Housing Investigation Coordinator

Wade Honma, Office Manager/Admin Assistant
Wayne Keawe, Comptroller

Wendy Kaulia, Intake Administrative Advocate

WAI`ANAE (OAHU) OFFICE
R. Malia Taum, Managing Attorney

Maile Shimabukuro, Attorney
Carolann Rowe, Paralegal/Notary

Michael Attocknie, Americorps GAL 

WINDWARD (OAHU) OFFICE
Stacia Silva, Managing Attorney/Co-Unit Head GA-SSI

Will Durham, Staff Attorney
Daniel Lott, GA-SSI Paralegal

Brenda Suarez, Americorps Paralegal

MOLOKA`I OFFICE
Nicole Forelli, Managing Attorney

Tiare Ritte, Paralegal
April Kealoha, Paralegal/Notary

LANA`I OFFICE
Nicole Forelli, Managing Attorney
Laverne “Pua” Kanno, Paralegal

HILO OFFICE
Diana Mellan-Lacey, Managing Attorney

Beverly “Bou” Shay, Staff Attorney
Renee Schoen, Staff Attorney

Frieda Lewis, General Office Clerk
Glenn Carvalho, GA-SSI Paralegal
Wes Tanigawa, Title III Paralegal

Andrea Messina, Americorps Paralegal

KONA OFFICE
Diana Mellon-Lacey, Managing Attorney

Gayle Dunn, GA-SSI Paralegal
Joanna Sokolow, Americorps Attorney

MAUI OFFICE
Nicole Forelli, Managing Attorney

Heather Brown, Staff Attorney
Kristina Toshikiyo, Staff Attorney

Anne Leete, Staff Attorney
Mahelani Ventura-Oliver, Office Clerk
Christie Russell, ALP/Seniors Paralegal

Susan Moikeha, GA-SSI Paralegal
Kevin Block, Fair Housing Investigative Coordinator

KAUA`I OFFICE
Emiko Meyers, Managing Attorney

Donna Chu, Paralegal
Linda Vass, Staff Attorney

Tyson Shimamoto, Americorps Advocate

 

“If you want peace, work for justice.” - Henry Louis Menken
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LEGAL AID STAFF

Legal Aid Maui staff at the 2006 Na Holo Wahine
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STAFF PHOTO ALBUM

Legal Aid’s  Management Staff

Our Legal Aid Staff

Staff member Sheri Rand
and child “Bruiser”

Legal Aid’s outreach table staffed by
(left) Valerie Mathieu and (right) Clara Javier

Legal Aid Kauai Staff
at the 2006 Cancer Walk

Legal Aid Waianae Offi ce at the successful close of the Awong Trial
Pictured are staff attorneys Ravi Nagi, Gavin Thornton and Maile Shimabukuro

with Defendant Darren Awong and family
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The Legal Aid Society of Hawai`i is deeply grateful to all of our contributors for the continued financial support of our Capital Campaign. It is only 
because of your continued commitment to the work of this agency that we are able to maintain the vision of building a just society for our 

2006 -2007 fiscal year.

Platinum Leadership Circle: 
$600,000
The Harry and Jeanette  
    Weinberg Foundation

Gold Leadership Circle: 
$300,000-$499,999
City & County of 
     Honolulu (CDBG)
Hawaii State Judiciary

Silver Leadership Circle: 
$100,000-$299,999
Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing

Leadership Circle: $50,000-
$99,999
Atherton Foundation
Anonymous Donor

Patrons:
$25,000-$49,999
Goodsill Anderson Quinn &    
  Stifel
James & Abigail Campbell 
   Foundation

Partners:
$10,000-$24,999
Cades Schutte Fleming & 
Wright
Cronin Fried, et. al
Davis Levin Livingston Grande
Hawaii State Bar Association
Hawaiian Electric Industries
  Charitable Foundation
Paul Johnson Park & Niles
Reber, David J.
Saunders, William
Vitousek, Betty

Barristers: $5,000-$9,999
Carlsmith Ball LLP
First Hawaiian Foundation
Hawaii Justice Foundation
Persis Hawaii Foundation
Richardson, Robert
Rush Moore Craven Sutton  
   Morry Beh

Solicitors: $2,000-$4,999
Campbell, James
Geminiani, Victor
Grant Thornton, LLP
Leavitt, James
Uehara, Peter

Sponsors: $1,000-$2,499
Aloha United Way
Anzai, Irene
Cash-Kaeo, Mervina
Castiglione A. Casauria    
   Foundation
Damon, Frank C.
Gardner, Patrick
Gelber Gelber Ingersoll
   Klevansky Farias
Godbey, Ellen
Hart, Brook
Heen, Walter
Hurd, Charles
Ishihara, John
King, Edward C.
Lance, Evelyn
Lindenberg, Ruth Ellen
Mattoch, Ian L.
McCorriston Miho Miller
   Mukai

Oshima Chun Fong
   & Chung
Sakae Enterprises
Torkildson Katz & Fonseca
Twigg-Smith, Sharon
Watumull Foundation
Wells Fargo
Zukerkorn, James & Sally

Supporters: $500-999
Amano Pinao & Kobayashi
Asai-Sato, Carol
Cash-Kaeo, Mervina
Chee, William
Foodland -- Give Aloha
Gibson, Michael W.
Hammond, Gabrielle
Henricks, Arne
Hong, Lea
Keawe, Wayne
Kiguchi, Walter
Levinson, Steven
Moriyama, Rachel
Neeley & Anderson
Padayhag, Georgianna
Petrus, Barbara & Brad
Rush Moore Craven Morry 
  Sutton & Beh
Takiguchi, Walter
Wee, Joseph K.
Wegger, Larry
Wiletzky, Connie
Winegar, Cindy
Winer, Andrew
Woo, Tracy
Yamamoto, Jodi
Yuen, William
Zweibel, George

Donors: $250-$499
Belles Graham Proudfoot   
   & Wilson
Burke, Edmund
Earle, Jackie
Foster, Larry
Gelber, Don
Gelber, Stephen M.
Gill, T. Anthony
Graulty, Reynaldo
Hallinan, Lauren
Harada, Kenneth W.
Ingersoll, Caroline Y.
Kahle, Richard Jr.
Klevansky, Simon & 
   Lorraine
Lau, Norman &
   Molly  Campbell
Lebb, Edmund R.
Ling, Lily
Mau, Gordon
Mink, Patsy
Nakamura, Galen
Paul, James III
Pavlicek, Melissa
Rogin, Edward
Sato, Earl
Sgan, David
Shimabukuro, Lori Ann
   & Guy
Songstad, Steven
Standtman, Lisa
Steiner, Keith
Stone, Peter
Tochiki, Laurie
Tokairin, Bert S.
Tom & Petrus
Toma, Sabrina
Weinberg Foundation

Yim, Patrick K.S.L.

Friends: $100-$249
Adler, Peter
Aluli, Yuklin
Anonymous Donor
Barber, Ora
Betts, Janis
Black, Barbara G.
Bocken, R. Charles
Char, Vernon
Ching, Gerry W.
Chow, Linda
Choy, Herbert Y.C.
Chu, Rai Saint &
   Richard Turbin
Chun, Amy
Conklin, M. Gay
Copulos, Hoffman &
   Yoshimura
Cox, Janet
Crosier, Douglas
Dalbec, Janet
Deweert, Michael J.
Dubin Law Offices
Dwight, C.B. 
Dye-Chiew, Kahbo
Erickson, Jackie Mahi
Fenton, Janis
Ferrara, Christopher D.
Foytik, Carl
Fujikawa, Gail
Fujimoto, Naomi C.
Fukuda, Richard T.
Greeley, Burnham
Grill, Thomas
Hanaike, Donna L.
Hara, Glenn
Haster, Mark H.
Hong, Malcolm
Horiuchi, Anne
Hubert, Leslie
Hyde, Anne
Ichinose, Susan
Ikeda, Walter
Ing, Stuart
Ishida, Kaito
Jarman, Casey
Kanno, Laverne
Kato, Russell S.
Katz, Robert
Kawana, Richard
Kent, Elizabeth
Kim, Alexander
Kondo, Teri
Kowen & Walker
Lacy, John R.
Lau, Alana W.
Lee, Lenore H.
Leigh, Lorena
Levin, Andrew
Levine, Steve
Li, Phillip A.
Louis, Leighton S.C. &   
   Molly Ing
Loo, Laurel
Lui-Kwan, Timothy
Lum, Arnold
Lum, Dwight
MacMaster, Timothy
Manuia, Stanford &
   Marjorie
Marks, Robert A.
Maul, Marybeth Y.
McElrath, Ah Quon
Moore, Wilson C.
Murai, Gary
Murakami, Charla

Nakagawa, Togo &
   Gloria
Nakamura, Martha
Neeley, Joyce
Nicholson, Sheryl
Nishimura, Donald S.
Ogata, Masayoshi
Okawa, Iris
Okumura, Miki
Onigama, Jane
Oshiro, Lester
Ota, Ryan
Otani, C.S.
Palk, Jack K.
Pang, Calvin
Pavey, Judith A.
Pen, Martin
Piekarski, Vincent A.
Pingree, Stephen
Plemer, Marisa
Renfer, Mary A.
Robbins & Rhodes
   Attorneys
Robinson, David M.
Roth, Randall
Rowland, Robert
Russell, Vickie
Ruthruff, Jerry
Saffery, Edmund
Scheen, William
Sekiya, Kellie
Sellers, Dorothy
Shibata, David
Shim, Alvin T.
Shimizu, Wayne
Shiroma, Michael S.
Silva, Stacia
Slovin, Gary
Stanton, James
Steiner, Jon
Steverson, Randall K.
Sugimura, Yuriko
Sutton Enterprises
Takabuki, Matsuo
Takayama, Ken H.
Taylor, Carroll S.
Thompson, G.
Tom, Tenny H.
Torres, Collette C.
Ushijima, Douglas
Van, Donna
Wangberg, Mark
Weyenberg, Lael
Yamamoto, Dean
Yamamoto, Jerel
Zablan, Amelita

Contributors: up to $99
Alcon, James
Arnett, S.
Arrisgado, Maurice
Au, Natalie
Bay, Maile & John
Berg, Linda
Bohn, David L.
Bustard, Jennifer
Calvey, Cynthia
Chang, Corlis
Ching, Darren
Chun-Hoon, Camille
Clark, Elizabeth
Cornell, David P.
Davis, Barbara & Dennis
Desmarais, Mark B. 
Egseth, Jr., Andrew
Endo-Omoto, Darcy
Epic Inc.
Fonseca & Ching

Forman, Mark
Fujita, Sueko
Furuike, Charles
Gagne, Byron
Garduque, Mabel
Giannini, Frederick
Gillmor, Helen
Guieb, Reynaldo J.
Hayashi, Yoshimi
Heely, Adrienne
Hiatt, Mahilani
Higa, Lori E.
Higashi, Lynn
Inouye, Martha &
   Daniel K.c
Ito, Mark F.
Iwami, Masako
Jorgensen, David
Kamikawa, Ray
Kanehira, Janice
Key, Charles
Kitamura, Michael
Knowlton, Douglas
Kobayashi, Leslie
Kohn, Robert
Kushi, Masanori
Kwok, Wey-Wey
Larson, Pamela J.
Lawson, William A.
LeClair, Robert J.
Lee, Loretta
Lee, Patricia
Lee-Sterling, Judith
Leong, Ginger Heiwa
Lovitt, Angela
Lucasse, Mary
Luke, Howard
Lyons, Samuel
Machado, David
Marshall, Susan
Martyn, Kenneth
Mecker, Theodore G.
Miller, Richard S.
Moon,  Ronald T.
Moran, John P.
Nakasato-Nejimi, Dana
Noda, Laura
Olds, Janeen-Ann
Ponce, Kristi
Quinn, Norman
Richman, Joel Eser
Robert, Gary
Robert, Sarah
Rosenzweig, Henry A.H.
Sakoda, Richard
Seelig, Terry
Shoda, Ken
Simson, Marguerite
Small, Juanita
Smith, Robyn
Sterling & Tucker
Suzuki, Norman
Takeshita, Sheila
Temple, Maiden
Tenno, Kenneth &  
   Winifred
Wada, Richard Y.
Withy, G. Todd
Wong, Henry W. C.
Yano, Francis
Yashiro, Jerrold G.
Yee, Edmund K. U.
Yee, Sam
Young, Eric & Tracie
Zane, Bryant

Note: Information does not 
include unpaid pledge amounts.
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